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The fragile alliance between the five organizations that comprise the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN) virtually collapsed on May 1 during the inaugural session of the
new Legislative Assembly. The split became evident when seven deputies from the Expresion
Renovadora del Pueblo (ERP) and the National Resistance (Resistencia Nacional, RN) cast their
votes in favor of Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA) deputy Gloria Salguero for the post of
Assembly president. In exchange, the ERP and RN secured two seats on the directorate. The FMLN's
Political Commission reacted to the defection by disavowing the right of the seven ERP and RN
deputies to represent or speak in the name of the FMLN.
In total, candidates running on the FMLN ticket won 21 seats in the legislature in the March 20
elections, making the former rebel contingent the second-largest in the Assembly. The ruling
ARENA party has 39 deputies in the Assembly; the Christian Democrats (Partido Democrata
Cristiano, PDC) 18; the National Conciliation Party (Partido de Conciliacion Nacional, PCN) four;
and the Democratic Convergence (Convergencia Democratica, CD) and the Unity Movement
(Movimiento de Unidad, MU) each have one deputy. According to FMLN deputy Maria Marta
Valladares ("Nidia Diaz"), prior to the Assembly's inaugural session on May 1, the FMLN Political
Commission had agreed that all FMLN deputies would abstain from voting for members of the
Assembly directorate until the new legislature rescinded two controversial rules hastily passed by
the outgoing ARENA -dominated Assembly.
At issue were new regulations expanding the number of directorate members from 9 to ten and
giving the Assembly president two votes on legislative matters. Notwithstanding any accords that
the FMLN leadership may have reached prior to May 1, shortly after the inaugural session began,
all semblance of unity among the 21 FMLN deputies quickly vanished. The seven deputies affiliated
with the ERP and the RN joined 63 other deputies to vote in favor of ARENA deputy Gloria Salguero
for the post of Assembly president. In exchange, ERP deputy Ana Guadalupe Martinez was elected
to one of the four Assembly vice presidential slots, and RN deputy Eduardo Sancho was elected
as one of five congressional secretaries. The switch in allegiance by the ERP and RN, which they
characterized as "pragmatic," stunned the 14 remaining FMLN legislators. All 14 abstained from the
vote.
In the wake of the controversial vote, tensions within the FMLN have continued to mount. On May
3 the FMLN's Political Commission issued a harshly worded communique accusing the ERP and
RN of selling out the "historical project" of the FMLN. The communique went on to indicate that
the FMLN would no longer recognize the two deputies who had accepted posts on the directorate:
"It should be clear that these deputies do not represent the parliamentary faction of the FMLN,
nor do they represent the FMLN itself" noted FMLN general coordinator Shafick Handal. "The
representation of the FMLN has been usurped with help from the ARENA deputies," he concluded.
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Handal also decried the last-minute maneuvering by ARENA to expand its power by enlarging
the Assembly directorate and allotting two votes to the Assembly president. "The message is clear:
ARENA has decided to impose its hegemony and turn its back on the compromises reached in the
Chapultepec Accords," charged Handal.
In a communique responding to the charges, ERP and RN leaders were harshly critical of the stance
adopted by their FMLN colleagues. The ERP and the RN pointed to the traditional imbalance
inside the FMLN of three against two, with the Popular Liberation Forces (Fuerzas Populares de
Liberacion, FPL), the Salvadoran Communist Party (PCS) and the Workers Revolutionary Party
(Partido Revolucionario de los Trabajadores, PRTC) frequently imposing their majority. According
to the ERP and RN, the time has come for all five groups that comprise the FMLN to maturely
discuss their differences, "such as the acceptance, real or apparent, of a market economy and private
property; the struggle within the system or outside of it; the validity or the invalidity of the MarxistLeninist definition; and the acceptance that we live in a new reality."
The ERP-RN statement went on to state, "We reject the contentious and anti-system attitudes
that calm ideological consciences but do not produce concrete results for the people and create a
bellicose and confrontational impression that alienates us from a large portion of the population."
Meanwhile, on May 10, the split became still deeper when the FMLN's National Council announced
its decision following more than eight hours of closed-door meetings to virtually expel from the
organization the seven ERP and RN deputies, as well as ERP leader Joaquin Villalobos. According to
a communique read to reporters by Shafick Handal, the National Council decided to "suspend from
party functions" Villalobos and the seven deputies as a "disciplinary measure."
The National Council is nominally made up of 66 members: ten representatives from each of
the FMLN's five constituent organizations, one representative from each of the country's 14
departments; the head of the FMLN's block of deputies in the legislature; and a coordinator of
FMLN mayors. However, at the meeting which culminated in the May 10 decision, no ERP or RN
representatives were present. The seven deputies thus suspended by the National Council were:
Eduardo Sancho; Ana Guadalupe Martinez; Juan Ramon Medrano; Fidel Recinos; Eli Avileo Diaz;
Sonia Aguinada; and Francisco Sandoval.
According to the communique, Villalobos was suspended for having instigated the dissident
legislators. "What we are saying is that these [eight] companeros no longer represent the
FMLN...their behavior since May 1 has been persistently divisive, in violation of the regulations
which guide the FMLN." The decision to suspend the eight FMLN members is now subject
to ratification during a national convention scheduled to be held in mid-June. For their part,
leaders from the ERP and the RN have threatened to settle the FMLN leadership dispute in court.
Villalobos, meanwhile, characterized his adversaries within the FMLN leadership as "fanatics and
radicals" who are reacting "emotionally and on the basis of worn-out Leninist conceptions."
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